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NAMES. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



POST OFFICE. 
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Magnolia. 
Indian Village. 
Natchitoches. 
Shreveport. 
St. Charles. 
Morgan City. - 
Plaquemine. 
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Rosedale. 
Cheney ville 
Campte. 
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DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS. 



Question l.—Hace any entered this Conference by transferor otherwise? 
Answer. — J. Braun, from Central German Conference, and J. H. 
McCarty, from Michigan Conference. 
Ques. 2. — Who are admitted on trial f, 

Ans.— Julius F. Marshall, Edward Fields, George B. Lynch, Allen 
Luster, Thomas Montgomery and Plasker Davis. — 6. 
Ques. 3. — Who remain on trial f 

Ans.— George Lacy, Frank Walker, Napoleon Bonaparte, Tennes- 
see Jackson, Beese Thompson and Nelson Lee. — 6. 
Ques. 4. — Who are admitted into full connection % 
Ans. — Stephen Duncan. 

Ques. 5. — Who are deacons of the first class f 

Ans.— -Bobert Anderson, Samuel E. H. Morant, B. W. Overton. 
Frank Harvey, Alfred Legardy, Alex. Spears, Stephen Duncan, G\. 
Thomson, W. Carr, Prince King and A. Martin.— 11. 

Ques. 6. — Who are deacons of the second class 1 

Ans.— Jacob J. Kienle, Thomas E. Madden and Andrew Jackson. 

Ques. 7. — Who have been elected and ordained elders this year% 

Ans. — None. 

Ques. 8. — Who are the supernumary preachers"} 
Ans.— George Washington 2d, Washington Brooks, J. D. Adams. 
F. Beeves, J. L. J. Barth and B. Anderson. — G. 
Ques. — 9. Who are the Superannuated Preachers t 
Ans. — Scott Chiim and B. Hodge. 

Ques. 10.— Was the character of each preacher exam ined % 
Ans. — This was strictly attended to. 
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'-Ques. 11. — Rave any located f 
Ans. — None. 

Ques. 12. — Save any withdrawn ? 

Ans. — A. Jones and J. Webb. 

Ques. 13. — Rave any been transferred ? 

Ans.— L. Allinger, to tlie Central German Conference. 

Ques. 14. — Rave any been expelled? 

Ans. — None. 

Ques. 15. — Save any died? 
Ans. — None. 

Ques. 16. — What is the statistical report f 
Ans. — (See statistical tables.) 

Ques. 17. — What are the claims on the Conference Fund ? 
* (Not answered.) 

Ques. 18. — What has been received on the foregoing claims, and how 
applied f 

Ans.— $102 55. divided equally among the claimants. 
Ques. 19. — Where are the Preachers stationed? 

4 South New Orleans District— J. ft Sartzell, P. E. • 

New Orleans, Ames Church J. H. MeCarty. . 

" First Street and Sixth Street H. Green. 

« Mt, Zion C. Hunt. 

Simpson and Gretna J. Gould. 

« Clinton Street W. P. Forest. 

~ c First German J. Braun. 

" Second German J.J. Kienle. • 

*fc Third German Supplied by J. Ueber. 

" Camp Parapet and Plum Street . .E. W. Overton. 

Houma H. P. Taylor. 

Terrebonne A. Kennedy. 

Thibodeaux E. P. Boyal. 

Woodlawn Circuit T. Kennedy. 

Pilot Town Thomas E. Madden. • 

Donaldsonville J. Hay ward. 

St, Charles and St, John Geo. B. Lynch. 

Whitehall and Ashland Prince King. 

J. C. Hartzell, Editor Southwestern Christian Advocate. 
W. D. Godmau, President of 1ST. O. University, member of First 
Street Quarterly Conference. 

North New Orleans District— W. M. Daily, P. E. • 

New Orleans, Wesley Chapel J.M. Vance. 

« Union Chapel Marcus Dale. 

" La Harpe A. Moore 
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Few Orleans , Thompson A. Boss. 

" Pleasant Plains .V. '.'.Stephen Priestly. 

" Algiers Felix Landor. , 

Shady Grove To be sup pii e d. 

Spnngfied E. Ennis/ 

Mandeville L. Johnson. 

Indian Village and Bay on La Comb E. Fields. 

Opelonsas and Washington A. Hilton. 

]tfew Iberia and Thomson Willis Carr 

CyPreMort '.S.Duncan.' 

If T ^ e Supplied, by J. Matlock 

Franklin A. Jackson. 

Jeanerette and Pecan H. A Lewin 

St, Martinsville J. Sparks. 

Morgan City and Center ville Allen Luster. 

M. C. Cole, Secretary of State Board of Education, and member of 
Wesley Chapel Quarterly Conference. 

Baton Eouge District— Emperor Williams, P. E. 

Baton Bonge I saac Hay ward. 

West Baton Boage Alexander Martin, 

Iberville Parish George Lacey. 

Gross Tete , T. Montgomery. 

The Plains p Peter Brown. 

Magnolia Plasker Davis. 

Stony Point Amos Gunby. 

East Feliciana j # yyr m Wesley 

Comite ..'.'**.'.* .John Brooks. ' 

^ lmton ; P. Yarborough. 

State Line Alex Spears. 

Jackson Marshall Smith. 

St. Francisville s. Armsted. 

Kew Koads „ O. Downs. 

Bayou Letts worth To be supplied. 

Monroe s> Osborne. 

Island Circuit .J.Dutch. 

Lake Providence To be supplied. 

Bastrop kelson Lee. 

Shreveport District— Samuel Davage, P. E. 

Shreveport, St. Paul S. E. H. Morant. 

shreveport, St. James . H T Abbot 

U ba ^i J. W. Hilton. 

Mansfield Cortez Thompson. 

Bed Springs Bonaparte. 

Natchitoches and St. Mark B. Thompson 

Coushatta G. Washington. 

China Grove Perry Hall. 

Allensville Frank Harvey. 

tam Pte Frank Walker. 
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Scott Circuit A.Legaxdy. 

Columbia To be supplied. 

Tone Circuit Jackson. 

Phanaco To be supplied. 

Alexandria and Pineville William Murrell. 

Cototeau To be supplied. 

Clouterville |Sf^ ri 

Holmesville and Cheney ville J. P. Marshall. 

Ques. 20.— Where and when shall the next Conference be held? 

Ans.— Baton Rouge. The time to be fixed by the Bishops. 

Ques. 21.— Have any Local Preachers been ordained f 

Ans.— Elders : Stephen Duncan and Willis Carr; Deacons: J. F r 
Marshall, E. .Fields, G. B. Lynch and George Henry. 

Ques. 22. Are there any Literary or Theological Institutions under 

the control and patronage of this Conference, and what is their condition? 

Ans— (See reports on Education and Freedmens Aid Society.) 

Ques. 23.— Who are the' Conference Board of Church Extension? 

Ans — Rev. E. Williams, President ; Rev. J. Braun, Vice-President; 
Rev. M. C. Cole, Recording Secretary ; Rev. J. C. Hartzell, Corres- 
ponding Secretary ; Rev. J . H. McCarty, Treasurer ; Managers : Rev. 
J, JVI. Vance, Rev. W. M. Daily, Messrs. J. B. Meyers, Graham Bell 
and E. Heath. 
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DAILY PROCEEDINGS. 



FIRST DAY. 

New Orleans, January 10, 1877. 

The Ninth Session of the Louisiana Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church began in Union Chapel, New Orleans, January 
10th, 1877, Bishop Wiley presiding. 

At 10 o'clock, a. m., Bishop Wiley opened the Conference by read- 
ing a portion of Scripture. After singing, Eev. Scott Chitin led in 
prayer. A second hymn was read and sung, after which, A. Eoss led 
in prayer. 

Thirty-six members answered to roll call. 

J. C. Hartzell was elected Secretary. S. E. H. Morant and A. 
Hilton, were elected Assistant Secretaries. T. E. Madden and S. 
Priestly were elected Statistical Secretaries. 

The Bishop announced the transfers of Eev. J. Braun, from the 
Central German Conference, and Eev. J. H. McCarty, from the 
Michigan Conference. 

The following Committees were appointed. 

Education. — J. H. McCarty, A. Jackson, S. Davage, S. E. H. 
Morant. 

Sunday Schools. — J. Hayward, H. P. Taylor, S. Priestly, J. W. 
Hilton. 

^Missions. — Presiding Elders and E. Williams, E. W. Overton, I. 
Hayward, J. Dutch. 

Bible Cause. — C. Hunt, W. Carr, F. Landor, C. Thompson. 

Orphans Home.—E.l 4 Williams, ' A. Jackson, I. Hayward, G. 
Washington. 
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Publishing Minutes — The Secretaries. 
Collecting Minute Money. — H. Green. 

Conference Stewards*— A.. Boss, E. W. Overton, S. E. H. Morant, T. 
Kennedy. 

Church Extensioyi.—R. Green, W T . Carr, A. Gunby, S. Osborne, A. 
Kennedy. 

Freetown's Aid— J. Kienle, J. Brooks, A. Kennedy, T. Jackson. 
Book Concern and Perodicals. — J. H. McCarty, A. Hilton, J. W. 
Wesley, jSTelson Lee. 

Temperance . — H . A. Lewin, F. Walker, A. Spears, H. P. Taylor. 

Public Worship. — J. C. Hartzell, M. Dale, E. Williams. 

Memoirs.— J. Braun, J. fi. McCarty. 

Auditors. — J. Braun, W. Carr, S. Davage, J. Dutch. 

All Book Concern accounts were referred to the Committee on 
Book Concern and Periodicals. 

The hours of daily sessions were fixed at from 10 a. ra., to 1 p. m. 

The bar of the Conference was fixed to include the seats from the 
pulpit to the stove. 

Uuder question 10, the following elders reported their benevolent 
collections, represented their work and their characters were passed : 

J. C. Hartzell, J. Gould, E. Williams, H. A. Lewin, J. Hay ward, 
C. Hunt, H. Green, S. Chinn, A. Boss, B. Hodge, W. P. Forest, M. 
Dale, J. L. J. Barth, A. Moore, L. Johnson, F. Revees, J. D. Adams, 
L. Allinger, T. E. Madden, M. C. Cole, B. Ennis, W. D. Godman, J. 
M. Yance, J. Sparks, A. Hilton, Wm. Murrell, H. P. Taylor, B. W. 
Overton, E. P. Boyal, A. Kennedy, H. Wallace, W. M. Daily, S. 
Priestley, S. Davage, I. Hay ward, Felix Candor, A. Gunby, J. Brooks, 
P. Yarborough, M. Smith, C. Downs, J. W. Wesley, P. Brown. 

T. Kennedy's character was passed and his relation changed from 
supernumerary to effective. 

H. Green was placed on examining committee for first year, in 
place of H. P. Taylor, absent. 

On motion of the Secretary, the Bishop was requested to appoint 
Bev. M. C. Cole, Secretary of the State Board of Education. 

Rev. J. H. McCarty, D. D., and Bev. J. Braun, late transfers were 
introduced; also Rev, Dr. B. S. Rust, Corresponding Secretary of 



Freednien's Aid Society, and Mr. James Wharton, an English 
Evangelist. 

After announcements, Conference adjourned. 
Benediction by Be v. Dr. Bust. 



SECOND DAY. 

New Orleans, Thursday, January 11, 1877. 
Bishop Wiley read the opening scripture lesson, and W. P. Forest, 
led in prayer. 

Under the 10th question the following elders reported their benevo- 
lent collections, represented their work and their characters passed ; 
H. T. Abbott, J. Dutch, A. Hilton, George Washington, Perry Hall, 
S. Osborne. 

A. Jones was reported withdrawn from the Conference and Church. 
D. W. Jones was appointed to collect the Southwestern Christian 
Advocate claims. 

Under the question, 66 who remain on trial," the characters of G-. 
Lacy, F. Walker and Tennessee Jackson were passed, and they were 
continued in the first year probation — not having brought up their 
studies. 

T. Gates was discontinued. 

ST. Bonaparte was absent and was continued in first year probation. 

Under the question "who are deacons of the second class/ 7 the charac- 
ters of S. E. H. Morant, B. W. Overton, Prince King, A. Spears, 
and Willis Carr, were passed, but, not having brought up their studies, 
were continued in first class of deacons. Cortez Thompson, A. Le- 
gardy, Frank Harvey, A. Martin and B. Anderson were absent, but 
their chareeters were passed, and they continued in first class of 
deacons. 

J. J. Kienle, T. E. Madden and A. Jackson had passed the examin- 
ations, their characters were passed and they were advanced to dea- 
cons of the second class. 

W. Brooks, an effective Elder, at his own request, was granted a 
supernumerary relation alter the passage of his character. 

A draft of $30 was ordered on the chartered fund. 
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On motion, J. H. MeOarty, S. Priestly and E. Williams were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the propriety of establishing a 
Pastor's Theological Union in connection with the New Orleans 
University. 

The Committee on Bible Cause reported. (See Reports "A. ,? ) 
After being discussed, special attention being called to the work of 
the Southwestern Bible Society, the report was adopted. 
Adjorned. 



THIRD DAY 
New Orleans, Friday, January 12, 1877. 
J. J. Kienle offered the opening prayer after reading of scriptures 
and singing. 

Minutes read and approved. 

George Washington 2nd, was continued in the supernumerary re- 
lation. 

A. Spruce who was on trial was discontinued. 

Nelson Lee in same class was absent and was continued on trial. 

Stephen Duncan, on trial, had passed examinations, was ex- 
amined in the Disciplinary questions by the Bishop, and was admit- 
ted into full connection and elected to elder orders under the mission- 
ary rule. 

Willis Carr was elected to elders orders under the missionary rule. 

Hon. P. Landry, State Senator, Rev. Dr. C. H. Thompson, of the 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. Mr. Lynch of New York and Mr. Knieper, 
of New Orleans were introduced. 

George Henry, recommended from St. Charles Circuit, was elected 
to local deacons orders. 

Dr. Thompson and Dr. Rust, by request, addressed the Conference 
on the subject of education. 

Adjourned. 
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FOUETK DAY. 

New Orleans, Saturday, January 13, 1877. 
J. Brooks offered the opening prayer. 
Minutes were read and approved. 

Julius F. Marshall recommended from Mt. Zion Church, New 
Orleans, and Edward Fields, recommended by Wesley Chapel, New 
Orleans; Geo. B. Lynch, recommended by Seventh Street Church, 
New r York city • and Allen Luster, of LaTeche were admitted on trial 
and elected to local deacons orders. 

Thomas Montgomery, from Stony Point, and Plasker Davis, of 
Donaldsonville, were admitted on trial. 

Dr. J. Matthews, of the M. E. Church South, was introduced. 

The Bishop submitted from the General Conference the proposition 
to so far suspend the Third Eestrictive Eule as to permit a modification 
of the "plan of our initerant general superintendency," by adding to 
paragraphs 218 of the Disipline [if 157 § 2 of the Disipline of 1876] 
these words, namely : "The Conferences having authority to determine 
the number of districts; provided no Conference shall have less than 
two, or more than eight districts, nor shall any district have more 
than sixty pastoral charges so that the whole paragraph may read, 
"To form the Districts according to his judgment, the Conferences 
having authority to determine the number of Districts; Provided, no 
Conference shall have less than two, nor more than eight, districts, 
nor shall any District have more than sixty pastoral charges." 

After some discussion a count vote was taken which resulted as 
follows: None for , and forty -six against. 

By a show of hands the Conference voted unaniinousiy that by the 
above vote is was desired to express the sentiment that no change 
was desirable in the present polity of the Church. 

The Bishop also submitted from the General Conference the propo- 
sition to amend the Second Eestrictive Eule, by striking out from the 
fifth line of paragraph 94 of the Disipline [f 70 § 2 of the Disipline of 
1876] t]ie words ^fort¥-£vQ," and inserting instead thereof the, words 
"ninety-nine." 

This proposition gives to the General Conference the right to change 
the ratio of representation from one for every forty-five to any num- 
ber up to 99 as in its judgment deemed best. 



14 



The vote stood : None for and forty-six against. 
The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved That the Secretaries be directed to publish the Conference 
iournaTas approved, and that the published annates be the official 
journal of the Conference. 

The Committee on Education reported. (See Eeport << B.") 

The report was discussed at length by J.H. McCarty.. Dr. Rust, and 
others, and unanimously adopted. 

Theiollowing, offered by J. C. Hartzell and E. Williams, were 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved That we highly appreciate the services of Rev. W, D. 
Godma D. D, President of the New Orleans University in h,s work 
of racing money for the University and the Orphans Home. We 
are S to learn that he already has secured $3,000, and we earnestly 
commend him to the friends of our Southern work. 

And 

Whereas J- L. J. Barth, an effective Elder of this Conference, 
who heretofore has been an efficient and successful minister in our 
German work, contemplates entering upon the English work ; 

■Resolved That we here record our high appreciation of Brother 
BarA as a' minister and Christian Worker, and wherever he labors we 
shall follow him with our prayers and good wishes. 

And 

Whereas, The Board of Managers of the Freedmens Aid Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church are maturing plans for Christian 
work among the freedwomen of the South. 

Resolved 1. That we have heard of this movement with great 
Pleasure and regard it as a step indicated by the wise Christian 
Pantrophy, and as promising glorious results for Christ and His 

Gh ReSlved 2 That we are pleased to see in our midst Mrs. Dr. Rust, 
a prominent representative of this movement, and hereby request her 
to P aXess the Conference and explain the character of the work con- 
templated. 

The Committee on public worship announced that Mrs. Kust 
would be one of the speakers at the Freedmens Aid Anniversary, 
Sunday night. 

The Committee on the matter of a Theological Union reported, and 
on motion of C. Hunt the following was adopted as a substitute: 

Resolved That the Committee with the University faculty, be 
anfhorL d to make all neccessary arrangements to organize a Theo- 
logical Union in connection with the New Orleans University. 
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trodnced A * Ivy ' Agentof the ^mmm Bibie ^m, w asi „. 

by A ^Chinn n ° UnCementS ' *v S^Sl ad j° a ™ ed > benediction 



FIFTH DAY. 

. New Orleans, Monday, January 15, 1877 

Opening prayer by E. Hodge' 

A. Primus a deacon ordained in 1873, had lost his parchment, and 
on motion, the Bishop was requested to gl ve him a duplicate 

Baton Rouge was fixed upon as the place of holding the next ses- 
sion ol Conference. 

Richard Coleman formerly an elder of the Free Will Baptist 
Church was on motion, recognized as a local elder in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Dr. Stone, President of Leland University, was introduced. 
Rev J. A. Ivy, Agent of the Southwestern Bible Society, ad- 
dressed the Conference. ' 

F. Reeves, J. L. Barth, and E. Anderson were granted supernum- 
erary relations. p ™ 

andtl O h[ 7 aM R WGre gl ' ant0d SU P— ted relations 

and the Conference stewards directed to give each an equal share of 
the Conference Claimant fund. 

On motion it was determined to raise at least $300 during the com- 
ing year tor Conference Claimants and the Presiding Elders were in- 

Ss ;:;r tion the ™ itto thech - h — di n g to 

Memoirs and PeriodicaIs reported - ^ R «- 

Before ^he adoption of the Periodical Report several addresses 
were made and a large number of subscribers to the Southwestern 

Adjourned until haf past 2p. m. 



16 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

°^T V T V M^^ organized, tire Bishop presiding. 
The Preaohers ^^J^J^ were re-eiected, except the 

^rSa^rtppointedto preach the Missionary Sermon at 

next Conference. following Committees on Examinations: 

The Bishop appointed the Presiding Elder and 

Pastor whence they come. 

m* Year-l. Hay ward, A. Moore. 
Second Year — J. W. Wesley, H. P. Taylor. 
7%inZ r«w-S. Davage, J. ifayward. 

Deacons m the M. ^^JTL. Henry, and the following 

Geo. B. Lynch A on ^^ZT^A Car, 

were ordained Eldeis . btepu«« u ^ w Wiley. 

[Signed] 

Done at ^ew Orleans, Jan. 14th, 1877. , 
Committees on Temperance, Sunday ^^g^ 

to S Minutes, Missions and Stewards, Orphan s Home, Church . 

tentionandAuditorsreported. (See Seports D., E., ' 

« JL,'' "I.," "J-," " L ") 

Resolutions on Fraternity. 

The following resolutions on Fraternity were adopted : 

lne loiiown g j&wiiallv the establishment of fraternity 
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ren formally and finally released all claim to the properties known a* 
St. Paul's Church, Winans Chapel and Soule's Chapel, as just; and 
we hereby extend especially to Eev. Dr. J. P. Newman, one of our 
Cape May Commissioners, our thanks for Ins able management of 
these Louisiana property cases before the Commission. 

Resolved, 3. That the establishment of fraternity between the great 
Methodisms of America removes all occasion of criticism from both 
Churches, on account of th^ presence of the other in any part of the 
nation. Each Church is now free, without let or hindrance, to push 
her work as in her judgment may be deemed best among people of 
all uationalities and language, and any other interpretation of the 
work of the Cape May Commission we regard as dangerous to the in- 
terests of both Churches and the cause of Christ. 

Resolved, 4. That we believe any effort to secure organic union be- 
tween the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, at present undesirable. What the future may develop 
on this question we know not, and we would not by word or act frus- 
trate any providential indications which may point to organic union r 
but we here record our judgment that the supreme duty of the hour m 
for each Church to enter with increased devotion and enthusiasm upon 
its mission to all people who welcome it in this nation and in all 
nations. 

J. C. HARTZELf,. 

J. Braun. 

\ F. WlLLTAMS. 

On motion of S. Priestly, a vote of thanks was extended to the 
Pastor and people of Union Chapel for the use of their Church, and 
to the Pastors and people of New Orleans, for their generous enter- 
tainment of the Conference. 

By a unanimous rising vote the following was passed : 

Resolved, That it has afforded us great pleasure to welcome in our 
midst Bishop I. W. Wiley, one ol the honored Superintendents of our 
Church. His adminstration has in all respects been acceptable. Hig 
addresses have been full of wisdom, and his sermons eloquent and 
spiritual. We assure Bishop Wiley that should he be called to pre- 
side at this Conference again he will be welcomed most cordially. 

On motion the following order of collections for 1877, was adopted; 

1. For the Presiding Elders — Quarterly. 

2. Education — February or March. 

3. Freedmens Aid Society — March or April, 

4. {Sunday School Union and Tract — May or June. 

5. Bible Cause — July or August. 
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6. Church Extension— September or October. 

7. Missions— November or December. 

After religious exercises and an eloquent and instructive address 
by Bishop Wiley, he announced the appointments, after which the 
Conference adjourned. 

(Signed) ' I. W. Wiley, President 

J. C. Hartzell, Secretary 
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REPORTS. 



BIBLE CAUSE. 

That the "Holy Bible/' whose cause we espouse, is " pillar and 
ground of the truth f that therein are contained the words of eternal 
life; that its every page is fraught with infinite wisdom; and that 
there is no condition or circumstance to which we may be re- 
duced in this life, but we may find in this blessed volume a wonderful 
adaptation, and " exceeding great and precious promises.'' To the 
youth it counsels remembrance of the Creator; to the young man 
knowledge and understanding. It stands as a beacon-light, and points 
out the dangerous shoals and coasts, and quicksands that he should 
avoid in sailing over life's rough sea. It takes him by the hand, as it 
were, and with the yearning love of a parent, cries : "Hear, O my son, 
and receive my sayings. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee, bind 
them aboat thy neck, write them on the table of thine heart." 

The student, who, searching after knowledge, tires of dwelling 
among the stars, or of delving down in the bowels of the earth, or of 
sailing round the world, retires to his study to bow low at the Cross, 
to lave his brow with the waters of Sil.va, and to ponder oyer the 
mysteries of godliness, finds here a wider field for investigation and 
research and returns with the knowledge and glory of God, wiser than 
Plato, and more truly learned than the seven sages of antiquity. 
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The moralist finds here a code of laws more excellent than any of 
human invention, needing neither amendment nor repeal, high as 
beaven, deeper than the sea and wide as humanity, and its summary 
briefly comprehended in loving God with all his heart and his neigh- 
bor as himself. He sees an end of all perfection in those of human 
invention and commends those of the Bible as « exceeding broad." 
They teach him that the first step to true morality is to deny himself, 
that the second is to take up his cross, and the third to follow Christ. 
It bids him take Him as his example, and His law as his standard, to 
dismiss all other moralities as delusive and vain and to sing, 

" The best morality, Thou, bleeding Lamb ! 
The best morality is love of Thee ! " 

The mad infidel who denied its authenticity and joined the fool in 
his cry that "There is no God," has been glad to accept its Savior in 
Life's perilous hour, and, crying out « Lord, save me or I perish/' ha* 
found him able to save to the uttermost-that in searching the Scrip- 
tures is eternal life, and that these are they which testify of Him. 

The a-ed Christian, tottering over the verge of the grave, finds in 
it consolation against the infirmities ot age, and through the valley of 
the shadow yet fears no evil. And we have seen the poor sinner near 
the brink of dispair-whose life has been a wreck, whose hopes have 
flight but disappointment, whose every effort has been a Julure- 
benighted and laden, turn at last to a neglected and dusty Bible, and 
reading " Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I 
will give yon rest," lose his burden of guilt and find rest and joy and 
peace in believing. 

Verily the Bible i»the Book of boofcs-and m view of these facts 
vour Committee would recommend the following resolutions : 

Resolved 1 That the reading of the Bible is a great means for 
the dissemination of evangelical truth ; that as Pastors we will not 
only read the Bible in our Churches, but we will impress on our 
Iveral congregations the necessity of reading the same m their 
iainilies, and that we will encourage the use of it in our Sunday 
Services. 

x> » That we pledge ourselves to support the Bible Cause 

, ^S^^SSSSSSt the same as the Disiplhie directs, and 
SfSKrii te to it tat every family in our congregation is sup- 
plied with a copy of the Word of Life. 
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Resolved, 3. That we will do all we can, and in every way we can 
to promulgate " the Glorious gospel of the blessed God/ ? that to this 
end we will form Bible ola sses, not only in the Sunday School, 
but also wherever it is practicable among adults and members of the 
Church; and, 

Resolved, 4. That we will pray the great u Head of the Church " 
more abundantly to send out His light and His truth, and prosper 
the great cause, u that His way may be known upon the earth, his 
saving health, among all nations." 

Respectfully submitted, 

C, Hunt, 
W. Carr, 
E. Landou, 
C. Thompson, 

Committee. 



EDUCATION. 

Mcodemus said to Jesus, u thou art a teacher come from Cod/'' 
Our Savior, among the very last things which fell from his lips, said 
u Go teach all nations/'* In the selection of his disciples on whom 
rested the task of planting the new seed he did not make education 
the test, but he recognized its value. Some of the disciples were not 
men of much scolarship* they were men of good common sense, true 
men, and they, like the grand old men of the present time, did work 
which more scholarly men could not have done so well. The Church 
is like a beautiful building. One class of men lay the foundation 
away down in the trenches, other men rear the walls and still others 
do the painting. The painter would make a poor out if somebody 
did not first lay down the solid rocks on which the structure rests. All 
honor to the men who have laid the foundations of Methodism, broad 
and deep and solid. Our dear Lord, however, chose some men of 
scholarship. Luke was an educated phyeician, John was a thinker, a 
metaphysician of the first order, while Paul was the most learned man 
of his time. So that the Lord has selected men of all grades, from 
the rude fisherman to the princely Paul. Paul could write, and he 
made his pen talk to the whole world. Peter could not have written 
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as Paul did, but he could mount the stone steps leadiug up into a Jew- 
ish palace and thunder away at the crowd of scoffers and unbelievers 
until they trembled like aspen leaves and cried out, " What shall we 
do to be saved V 9 Peter was great in one way— Paul was great in 
another. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has not lost sight of the benefits 
of education and at the very beginning Mr. Wesley planned for the 
education of all the people. All along through our history, the Church 
has recognized, not the advantages merely, but the necessity ot educa- 
tion. Men may be saved who are not scholars, but to be saved is not 
enough, we must be a blessing to the world around us. If we were 
to deny the claims of education, we should not be true to our history 
as Methodists. It is one of the glories of our common Methodism that 
we have more schools, and more scholars in them than any other de- 
nomination in America. And' it increases our power wonderfully in 
the world. 

The Methodist Church has had multitudes of very learned men. Mr. 
Wesley was a profound scholar, Adain Clarke, the commentator and 
Asbury, Fiske ; Olin, Janes — it would take hours to recount their 
names. What would we have been had it not been tor our educated 
men. Who would have written our books, and taught in our colleges ? 

It is sometimes thought by men that education is against spiritual 
Christianity. Look at Wesley, Fletcher, Hedding, Durbin, Olin and 
hundreds of our best men. Their piety was equal to their learning. 
Education is not in the way of the highest Spiritual life. Paul was 
learned, and he was good. So every man may be. 

It is our business to qualify ourselves in the best possible manner 
for teaching the world. He who teaches must himself be taught. The 
more a man knows the better he ought to be, the humbler he ought to 
be. The Gospel teaches the whole man — head, heart, body. All hearts 
must be " sprinkled from an evil conscience" and the body be "washed 
with pure water." The soul must be cleansed by the blood sprinkling, 
and the mind be filled with knowledge. Paul wrote to Timothy : " But 
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned." We cannot 
know too much — the trouble is we do not know enough. But we 
must not depend on education alone, we need •sanctified hearts — Godly 
lives. 
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In tlie matter of the New Orleans University we wish to offer the 
following : 

Resolved, 1. That we deem it our solemn duty as Christians and as 
Methodist ministers to sustain our school by sending to it our chil- 
dren, and thus setting an example to our i>eople worthy of their imi- 
tation. 

Resolved, 2. That we will use our influence constantly to encourage 
our young men and women to seek a good education, and that we will 
hold up New Orleans University as in all respects worthy of their 
confidence, and if it is not so we will not cease to labor until it be- 
comes al l that its name implies. 

Resolved, 3. That in. our judgment the school should be placed more 
directly under the management of a responsible Board. 

Resolved, 4. That in our judgment, as soon as practicable, one or 
more colored professors should be employed in the School. 

Resolved, 5. That we have confidence in the ability and devotion of 
Dr. Eust, Secretary of the Freed men's Aid Society ; Dr. Godman 
President, and the other members ot the Faculty, and believe that 
they, should be properly sustained in their work by the Church at 
large. 

J. H. MoCarty, 

Chairman. 



C. 

MEMOIR OF MRS. JACOB J. KIENLE, 

Mrs. Katie Kienle, wife of our dear Brother, Rev. Jacob Kienle. 
pastor of the Second German M. E. Church, died of yellow fever in 
the city of New Orleans on the 20th of October, 1870. 

Sister Kienle was truly converted to the Savior at the early age of 
13 years, at her home in Sandusky, Ohio, where she lived, a consist- 
ent Christian, until the time of her marriage to her bereft and stricken 
husband. In these years of girlhood she won the confidence and 
affection of very many people, whose hearts were deeply stirred by 
the tidings of her early and sudden death. 

Just about seven weeks had she been a bride in this distant city, 
whither she had come with her husband to do the work assigned 
them in the vineyard of the Master, when sickness came in one of its 
worst and most dreaded forms — yellow fever — and in a few days she 
was laid away in the quiet rest and peace of the Christian. 
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It was a day of sadness to her husband and also to the very many 
friends in the home of her youth, but it was not less a triumph. 

Her death was not only peaceful, but it was joyful. Her exclama- 
tions were a Praise God from whom all blessings flow ;" « Oh, how 
dear and precious is Jesus;" " Praise be to God forever for his great 
mercy." " I tried" said she, " to serve God truly ; before I went to 
"New Orleans I went once more to that room (her place of prayer) to 
thank Him for His great love and mercy." 

• In her young heart burned the ardor of a devout Christian, and she 
was willing to' imperil health, and life even, in the cause of the dear 
Savior. 

During her short residence in $few Orleans she gained the love of 
jill with whom she was associated. Her funeral, which took place 
on the 2011) of October, was largely attended. Tlie sermon was 
preached by liev. J. Ueber from Gen. 47 : 9a Rev. J. L. J. Earth, from 
our own church, and Eev. Messrs. Pouli and Grote from the Church 
South, took part in the service. 

In her sickness and death she was not only sustained, but a beau- 
tiful radiance gathered about the chamber of affliction. Jesus was 
there to shed the sweet influence of his love and to smooth the dying 
pillow of His young saint. Of her it may be said— " She is not dead 
but only sleepeth"— and by and by he will say to the sleeping dust, 
" Arise, come forth? 

The Conference places these words on record in acknowledgment 
of her many virtues, her heroic devotion to the work to which her 
young life was consecrated, and in memory of one of our number 
whom we hope to meet again in the u Sweet by and by." May the 
dear Lord who called her to her home in Heaven, sustain our dear 
Brother and sanctify this deep affliction to his spiritual good in time 
and in eternity. 

J. BllATJN, 

J. H. McCakty. 
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PEEIODICALS. 

Your Committee beg leave to report that in their judgement the 
matter of properly sustaining the publishing interests of the Church 
is one of very great importance, While the preaching of the Cross is 
the first and chief agency ordained of God for the conversion of the 
world, the press holds a place which nothing else can till. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church has given the world ample evidence of 
its wisdom in planning its work. In every corner of the land the 
Methodist Preacher is found telling the wonderful story of the cross 
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in school house, barn, church and under the forest tree. Then 
when the sermon is ended, the doxology sung, he comes in the name 
of the Lord with tract, good book or christian paper to keep on 
preaching while he goes on his journey. The response to this great 
work has been hearty. No church in Christendom prints so many 
good books as the Methodist Episcopal Church. No church has so 
much money invested in printing presses as ours. No church sends, 
flying on the wings of the wind, East, West, North and South, so 
many religious papers, and they are. among the best of the world. 
They pander to no vitiated tastes ; they are full of good food to the 
mind and heart, and are as necessary to the life of the Church as 
milk to the babe, or meat to the full grown man. We recognise them 
all, bat we do especially commend our own paper, the Smtthwestenu 
published in this city by our chief book agents, Messrs Nelson & 
Phillips, edited by Rev. J. C. Hartzell. This is our paper, no other 
could possibly take its place. We need it, must have it and we do 
hereby express our gratitude to the general agents for the kindly in- 
terest they have taken in its establishment and perpetuation. 
Wo offer the following: 

Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to the hearty support of this 
paper, by taking it into our own families and recommending it to all 
our people. 

Resolved, That the roll of the Conference be called, and we here 
and now pledge ourselves to raise subscribers for the Southwestern, 
Resolved, That we will use every possible endeavor to make the 
paper self-sustaining at the earliest possible day. 

Resolved, That we hereby request the Book Committee to appoint 
Rev. J. C. Hartzell, B. D., Editor of the Southwestern. Bro. Hart- 
zell has fully earned this position by his earnest, persistent and suc- 
cessful efforts in publishing the paper for the past four years. 

J. H. McCarty, 
A. Hilton, 
J.W.Wesley, 
N. Lef. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Your Committee on Sunday Schools respectfully report that the aid 
granted to our weak Schools throughout the State by the Sunday 
School Union has been invaluable. We regard the system of Sun- 
day School requisites published under the direction of Dr. J. H. Vin- 
cent and Dr. J. M. Freeman as being the most complete in the world. 
Kb minister should fail to follow the disciplinary directions in organ- 
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i/ino- schools whoever ten children can be gathered together, or to 
IX^he annual collection for the Sunday School tjmpu of the Meth- 

° d SS P, cSmlttee n 7s l V-ofoundl y impressed with the importance of 
organizing Temperance Societies in all onr schools and churches. On 
Sf subject we recommend the adoption of the following : 

Resolved, That this Conference strive most earnestly to form in the 
comfng Aearineach Sunday School and Congregation Societies for 
the promomotion of Temperance. 

Resolved 2. That the first Sabbath in May be set apart as « ■ Tern- 
nerance Sabbath" and the pastors be required to preach a sermon and 
address the " Sabbath Schools " on the sublet. 

Resolved, 3. That an earnest and persistent effort be made upon 
J to distribute Temperance literature, especially tracts, that 
the Seat mass of our people be more thoroughly informed on the 
prol^S of this cause, and warned against its terrible evils. 

Resolved, 4. That our disciplinary requirmcnts on this subject be 

nesoueu, t ,. qtllone i >e allowed to remain in the pale ot the 
^tS^ft^JSS^ will not conform to the disciplinary 
rule on this subject. 

■Rpnirea 5 That the Suiyerhitendenis and Teachers of each B% 
^^^JSi be liquired to Mly .subscribe to the above 
S^ort frequently on the subject to the chMren. 

Eespectfullv submitted, 

JAS. Hayward, 
Stephen Priestly, 
j. W. Hilton. 
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TEMPERANCE 



^f^wranee with all its destructive influence, which undermines 
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First, as a Divine command, taught by the Apostle Paul : 66 Let 
your moderation be known nnto all men." 

Second, As conducive to health. 

Third, As advantageous to the powers of the mind. 

Fourth, As a defence against injustice, lust, imprudence, detraction 
and poverty. 

We deem it necessary to recommend strict Temperance, first, 
among ourselves, and, secondly, among our people everywhere, es- 
pecially among the members of our Church ; and to advance the 
system of our common Christianity and prevent a great many from 
tailing into the snares set by the wicked to entrap the Christian, we 
submit the following as the result of our deliberations: 

Resolved, That we deem it the duty of every minister having 
charge to preach and lecture on the subject of intemperance to their 
respective congregations during the year, and that we will faithfully 
adhere to and execute that rule of our discipline which forbids the 
use of intoxicating liquors and dram drinking. 



This Society has prosecuted its work the last year with success in 
spite of the financial embarrassment of the country. It has collected 
over fifty thousand dollars, sustained sixty teachers, taught nearly 
three thousand pupils, a large proportion of w r hom are preparing to 
teach or preach. Revivals of religion have been enjoyed in nearly 
all our schools. 

The New Orleans University, in this Conference, has been embar- 
assed by the hardness of the times, so that many students who would 
otherwise have attended have been kept aw r ay. The building needs 
repairs, and it is to be regretted that the ministers of the Conference 
do not take a more active interest in the school. 

We offer the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That the welfare of the Louisiana Conference impera- 
tively demands an institution in which our young men called of God 
may be prepared to preach the Gospel. 

Resolved, 2. That we take a deeper interest in our University, will 
select promising young men and women to attend it, and do all that 



respectfully submitted 



H. A. Lewin, 
A. Spears, 
F. Walker. 



FEEEDMEN'S AID SOCIETY. 
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we can in every possible way to make the New Orleans University 
the best institution in this State. 

Resolved, 3. That we will not fail to take the collection for this So- 
ciety as the Discipline directs. v 

J. Brooks, 
A. Kennedy, 
* A. Jackson. 



Gr 

REPOBT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING MINUTES 

OF 1876. 

The Committee on publishing Minutes for 1876 respectfully report 
as follows : 

Dr. 

Expenses of publishing 1000 copies $125 00 

ft for postage . 2 ^ 

» drayage and freight. ... . „ ' 4107 SO 

assistance mailing and shipping 3 00- 9 137 80 

Cr. 

Amount collected on subscriptions taken at Conference $145j50 

Balance on hand and applied to account of 1877 ... ^ - -^J ^ 
< Si §' ned) Chairman. 
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MISSIONS. 

Your Committee recommend the following Missionary appropria- 
tions be made for the ensuing year : 



South New Orleans Dist. . .$800 

Clinton Street 40 

Simpson 100 

Camp Parapet 100 

Lower Coast 100 

St. Charles and St, John. . . 100 
Whitehall and Ashland . . .< . 40 

Donaldsonville 100 

Thibodeaux 40 

Woodlawn, JNTapoleonville 

and Plankerville. ... 75 

Houma 60 

I North New Orleans Dist. . .1100 

s Pleasant Plains 150 

p Algiers 100 

^Thompson 50 

'Opelousas and Washington. 60 
*New Iberia and Thompson. 40 

#St. Martinsville 50 

.La Teche 50 

Morgan City and Centerville 50 
Indian Village & B. LaComb. 50 

Springfield 25 

tM and evil le 25 

Jean ere tte 35 

Baton Bou^e District 1000 



Iberville $ ~qq 

Grosse Tete 40 

West Baton Kougc 40 

Magnolia 49 

Stony Point • 60 

Comite 59 

East Feliciana 60 

Clinton 49 

Jackson 40 

New Eoads 40 

St. Franeisville 40 

The Plains 50 

State Line 50 

Island 65 

Bastrop 40 

Shreveport District 700 

St. James 250 

Fairfield 75 

Coushatta gjj 

China Grove 50 

Canrpte 59 

Bossier. 90 

Cross Lake Circuit 50 

Clouterville 59 

Colotean 49 



Cheneyviiie & Holmesville. . 40 

Total for English work $6,500 00. 

The following appropriations are recommended for the German 
Work : First German, $1,100 ; Second German, $400: Third German 
$100. Total for German work $1,600. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

J. M. Vance, Chairman. 
J. C. Hartzell, Secretary. 

H. T. Abbott, 
W. M. Daily, 
E. Williams, 
J. W. Hilton, 
E. W. Overton, 

I. Hayward. 

I concur in these appropriations. 1. w. Wiley. 

New Orleans, Jan. 15th, 1877. 
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STEWARDS. 



The Conference Stewards beg leave to report that the instructions 
Of the Conference have been faithfully observed in dividing the fifth 
i i La ,.WrtM-ad fund among the Conference claimants. 

;^eeTved £2 55 fifth collection, and t30 00 chartered fund, 

ma SCo^TdiviS°d 2 ^ follows : to Eros. Scott Cliim, Robert 

^^?t^te 

and departed Brethern in helping to build np and pveaching for 
?to kingdom of God through Christ, we concur in the resolution 
adopted^ the Louisiana ConferencMnstructnig fflg^J™ 
dew and Preachers to raise the sum of «o00 toi Conieience ciaim 

a And'vVhere recommend the passage of a resolution which will re- 
onte in the fntnre each preacher to state the amount of his collee, 
S for Conference claimants, after having stated the sum of his 
missionary collection, and that before the passage of character. 
Respectfully submitted, 

R. W. Overton, 
A. Ross, 
T. Kenneoy, 
S. E. H. Mora nt, 
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ORPHANS HOME. 

'xr rm.„,.ittcc have not at hand sufficient facts to make a full 
Y T of r cm, dition of this important institution. Dr. (iodman, 
report of ^^SfefetarT of the Board of Managers has been tor 
the ^S^S^mS^Dg monev to relieve the institution of 
S "AMI wi« ^ made in due time through 

th f^«/p^tn?S^ House has been put in thorough 
re, air, and il ifhoped that in another year the institution can receive 
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a much larger number of children, and the debts be considerably de- 
creased. 

E. Williams, 
A. Jackson, 
I. Hayward, 
(t. Washington. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION. 

The Board of Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church aids in the erection of houses of worship wherever our people 
need assistance. 

During the past year a loan of $1,500 has been received by Union 
Chapel, New Orleans, and also of $1,000 by Mt, Zion, New Orleans 

Donations hare been granted as follows on the Upper Coast Dis- 
trict: Little Bethel, 8150 00; Comite $150 00; St. John $125 00. 

We regret that, as a Conference, we are not able to return more to 
the Treasury of this noble Society. .Without it it would have been 
impossible for our people in many places to have secured houses to 
worship in. 

^Besolved, 1. That more than ever we will strive to increase our 
Church Extension collections. 

Mexolrnl ,2. That we hereby commend the management of this 
Society, tmder the lead of Rev. A. J. Kynett, D. D., and his assistant. 
Rev. C. C. McCabe. i). 1). 

H. Green, 

Chairman. 
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Tj. 

AUDITORS. 



Tho Amlitin* Committee beg leave to report that they have exam- 
• ^ ^ Abbott > Vance,- Daily 

^^S£& to Xt all the missionary monies received have 
Seriated by the Conference Committee on Missions 

of last >ear. j braun, 

W. Carr, 
S. Davagb, 
J. Dutch. 
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STATISTICS. 



DISTRICTS. 




.V. U. r Wesley Chapel 
Ames Church 
" First Street. . . 
Sixth Street 
Mount /ion... 
Union Ch„, 
La Harpe. . 

Simpson 

" Gretna 

Thompson Chapel. 
Pleasant Plains... 

" Algiers 

Clinton 

•' First German 

" Second German. . . 

" Third German. 

Camp Parapet and 
Lower Coast Mission. 

Pontchatoula 

Mandeville . . 

Indian Village & Bayou L 



Total. 



CIRCUI'IS AND STATIONS. 



OPE OUSAS DISTRICT. 



Qpelousas and Washington 

New Iberia and St. Martinsville. 

Holmesville and Cheneyyilie 

Alexandria and Pine^d'He 

Grand Coteau 

Cypre Mort 

La Teche 

Franklin 

Jeanerette 

Houma 

Brashear and Centerviiie * 

Thibodeaux and Terrebonne 

»Voodlawn Napo'nville Plankville 

Chiehurville 

Prairie 



MEMBERSHIP 



fa I — ' 

© 



Total. 



410 
412 

3 
4 
2 
6 
3 

3 S (i 



243 2210)58179 



CHURCH PUOPEUTY. 



$ 22,000 
3, 500 

600 
3,400 

100 
3,000 

600 
2,500 
4,000 
2,000 
4,000 
4,000 
7,000 

375 

200 





$* 


2. 2 « oa 
c ^ ~ 

III I 


5 « . 

g 05 SO 

j a* 

s s § 

■"3 © S 

a r 


2 


| 500 


$ 700 00 
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96 00 




J 


100 






1 


3,000 


100 00 


300 






20 00 




1 


250 


130 00 


772 






35 uO 








80 00 


274 


1 


200 


49 00 


65 


1 


200 










155 00 


550 






250 00 


247 


1 


150 


40 00 


85 






375 00 


14 






86 00 


24 



SABBATH-SCHQOl 



36o'l47;26 ! $57 ,2 75| 8^4400^2016 0 ()!~$2,412 2 4 j 8 6165ll ""£55 
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10 


220 


4 


150 




120 


3 


40 


7 


90 


3 


60 


8 


160 
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6 


83 


10 


220 


15 


203 


7 


95 


4 


105 


1 
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3 00| 
25 



JSKNEVOLEAiT COLLECTIONS . 



FOR MISSIONS. 



3 00 

25 



1 


00 


2 00 


1 


00 


1 00 




50 


50 


4 


00 


4 00 


2 


00 


4 00 




50 


50 


2 


no 


1 00 




50 


2 50 
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CIRCUITS AND STATIONS. 
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RECAPITULATE. 
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